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the Army may be better than public-house melodies,
and the excitement produced less mischievous than
that due to gin. But the best that I can wish for
its adherents is, that they should speedily reach a
point at which they could perceive their doctrines to
be debasing, I hope, indeed, that they do not realise
their own meaning: but I could almost as soon join
in some old pagan ceremonies, gash my body with
knives, or swing myself from a hook, as indulge in
this variety of spiritual intoxication.

There are, it is true, plenty of more refined and
intellectual preachers, whose sentiments deserve at
least the respect due to tender and humane feeling.
They have found a solution, satisfactory to them-
selves, of the great dilemma which presses on so
many minds. A religion really to affect the vulgar
must be a superstition ; to satisfy the thoughtful, it
must be a philosophy. Is it possible to contrive so
to fuse the crude with the refined as to make at
least a working compromise ? To me personally,
and to most of us living at the present day, the
enterprise appears to be impracticable. My own
experience is, I imagine, a very common one. When
I ceased to accept the teaching of my youth, it was
not so much a process of giving up beliefs, as of dis-
covering that I had never really believed. The
contrast between the genuine convictions which